THEZ LIBRARY OF CONGRISS , o
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540

POZTRY AND LITERATURZ CENTZR |

April 1, 1991

Dear Batue:

IV is now more than two zonths since the visit %0 Seriin, so
i've had time to consider waat happened bihers, ' My rasponsa to the city
itself is shamofully superficiel, East Berlin was aon abyss ¢f ugliness,
nopeleszly sad not only 4n the way it has iastitutionalized banalisy oub
in the way it has monumercalized §%, Wese Serlin wzs zad in enother way,
in its foroed chesriness, in its American shewiness, in 433 strident
materializn, in the bearing tastelessnesa of 168 reen, Wnat I remesdsr
with pleasure are the paintings in Yho mwsel i Dalem. Waat I also
renamber with pleasure is talking with sce of thoe other writers. I
bellieve that sowe of the friendships, thouzh darely degun, will endure,
trat conversations and collaborations will ooa:iﬁue. wnich brings e to
the point of this letter., What I nobticed among my ‘ecllcagues during
those days in Berlin was a oertain uneasiness about what the Socoiete
Imaginaire was and what their role in it would be. It was odd that
writers, so used to Gefining everything else for themse.ves, oould not
come fo terms witi the S.I. And I must adnit, it was not clear to me
what the S.I. was until I returned fron Berlin and realized that %
would b only what T made it shd only what each writer who met in Berlin
mada 1%, that the responsidility for its identily and its contimiance
depended entirsly on us, It would aszewe the snape of whatever our
coomunication might be, and its vitality weuld b indistinguishadle from
that whioh animates each of uzs individually. In other words, our one
obligation to the S.I. was vo te curselves. The S.I. put us in touch
with each other and urged us to go about ouwr btusiness, dbelieving taat
whatever ocommunication we %ad with each other would te irportant,
important enough to be preserved. So what is it abcut us that wa deserve
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